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1 count all Things but Loſs, for the Bxeellence of s 
Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, Phil. itt, 8. . 
| For we preach not ourſeive:, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and 
curſelves your Servants for Feſus Sake. 2 Cor. iv. 9, 


And this alſo we wiſh, even your Perfection. 2 Cor. xiii, 9. 
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TO THOSE OP 
THE RELATIONS AND FRIENDS 
OF THE DECEASED, 


WHO DESIRED THE PUBLICATION OP 


THIS DISCOURSE; 


IT IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 

e, 

2 
„5 5 

/SEV” 


THEIR HUMBLE SERVANT, 


The AUT H OR, 


NOTE i Tim. i. 9, © Knowing this, that the Law 
% is mot made for a righteous Man, &c.“ referring 10 
Page 5, Line 6, from the Bottom. Beg 


Wurn the Apoſtle fays that the law was not made 
for a righteous man, his meaning cannot be that a 
righteous man has ho law by which he is to walk; 
for the very idea of righteouſneſs, implies ſome rule of 
action; but that be does not need the reſtraints of 
external law to keep him from evil. He has a nobler 
principle within to guard him from it. The conſequence 
of this is, that the law ſays nothing- againſt him; the 
condemnation of it does not reach him: and whether 

this be the preciſe ſenſe of the expreſſion, or not, which I 
| would not be underſtood to determine, it is ſuppoſed in the 
Apoſtle's reaſoning ; the drift of which ſeems to be to 
ſhew, that a particular diſtin attention to the law, 
was by no means neceſſary to the ſalvation of a chriſ- 
tian, ſince whatever immorality the law forbid, was 
condemned by the ſound doctrine of the goſpel, and he 
who obſerved the latter, could be in no danger from 
any of the comminations of the former, 


The PREFACE. 
T1 T tis often aſſigned as a reaſon for pub. 


liſhing ſermons, that it was done at the 
requeſt of thoſe who heard them. Thes ſer- 
mon is publiſhed at the requeſt of thoſe, 
who did not hear it. Several of the rela- 
tions of the deceaſed, who had it not in their 
power to be preſent at the delivery of, it, 
wiſhed for an opportumity of peruſing. it; 
and ſome others, who bad been intimately 
acquainted with him, and conceived the 
higheſt efteem for him, expreſſed the ſame 
inclination. With theſe requeſts the preacher 
thought it expedient to comply; and there- 
fore conſented to ſend a performance into 
the world, which he would never have made 
publick of himſelf, and the printing of which 
he imagined, for à time, was not likely to 
be ſolicited by any other. 


It is poſſible that ſome perſons, who may 
Jook into this diſcourſe, may make two op- 
pofite objections to it, and blame the author 
for having ſaid too little on one part of his 
ſabjeck, and having duelt too long on the 
other. But the glory of the goſpel is @ 
theme ſo copious, that, all which can be 
faid upon it within the limits, which modern 
. cuſtom and modern patience have preſcribed 
10 


vi P R E F A C E. 


zo Addreſſes from the pulpit, muſt appear inade- 
quate to its greatneſs; a few general hints, 
foo common to engage much attention, and 
yet too eſſential to be omitted in the treating 
of this matter, were all, which could be 
introduced on this occaſion without incroach- 
ing on the other beads of the diſcourſe ; and 
it is hoped that this conſideration will pro- 
tect it from any rigid cenſures, though little 
may occur in this branch of it, which can 
be thought worthy of particular notice. 


The excellence of the chriſtian miniſtry is 

4 point, which the author was unavoidably 
led to conſider, both by his text and the 
deſire of his departed friend; and he ſaw 
no reaſon to decline entering upon it with 
the greateſt willingneſs. Not to be aſhamed of 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and to be aſhamed of 
the employment of the preachers of it, would 
be an inexcuſable inconfiſtency. Were the 
author to think meanly of an office, in the 
duties of which he has been ſo many years 
occupied, he would be unworthy of it: and be 
believes all, who know him, will acquit him. 
from the charge ' of having any ſelfiſh views. 
in what he has advanced in recommendation 
of it. In this they will only do bim juſ- 
ice. His defire is not to exalt the merit 
of the minifters tbemſelues, but to ſhew the 
good 
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good tendency and honourable: nature of their 
work, His aim is nat to ſecure perſonal 
regard to theſe, who undertake the painful, 
though reſpeqable taſe. What he has at 
heart is, that they, who compoſe our reli- 
gious ſocieties, may think with due ſeriouſ- 
neſs of the ends of their appuintment, and 
> hear that their fouls may live; and that 
thoſe, wwho lead the ' publick devotions of 
chriſtians, may be awakened by the folemnity 
of their employment, to be rightly attentive 
to the duties of it ;—that they may, in the 
words of the Apoſtle, meditate upon them; 
e and give themſelves wholly to them, that 
* their profitt ng may appear unto all 
C men.” (a) 

In what 1s faid towards the cloſe of this 
diſcourſe, concerning the love of pleaſure, 
and the improvement of the Lard's-day, the 
author is very ſenſible that he goes counter 
40 the taſte and maxims of great numbers. 
But to offer at an apology for this would 
be culpable. The danger of giving way too 
Freely to enſuaring indulgencies, and the evil 
of defacing all the good impreſſions of pub- 
lick inſtruction by going from them into 
thoſe levities, which cannot fail to baniſh 
every thing ſerious from the heart, are ſub- 
jefas 


(a) 1 Tim. iv. 15. 
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ll P R EF ACE. 
jelis too important to be handled deceit fully 
and it is the bufmeſs of miniſters to remem- 
ber, that if they make it their firf concern 
to pleaſe men, tbey are na longer the 


* ſervants of Cbriſt. (b) 


Tt may be thought but fair to inform the 
readers of this ſermon, (and notice is indeed 


| given of it in the title page) that ſome ad- 


ditions are here made to what was delivered 
when it was preached. The reaſon of this 
is, that one or two points, neceſſary to com- 


plete the deſign of the diſcourſe, could not 


be taken in, then, Without detaining the au- 


dience longer than was thought adviſeable ; 
and on this account they were either paſſed 
ever, or barely mentioned without enlarge- 
ment. The ſame objection does not lie against 


"their being diflinflly confidered here, and 


therefore the illufirations of them are now 
Inſerted in their proper places. (e) Some other 


ſmall alterations have been made in tran- 


ſeribing the ſermon from the character, in 
which it was firſt written ; but, as it would 
only be a troubleſome nicety to ſpecify them, 
nothing : more will be ſaid of them. 


e, 
(b) Galatians i. 10 00 Pages 18 and 33. 
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Accordi ng to the glorious goſpel of the 11 50 
Cod, which was committed to my ti uſt, 


Aud I thank Cbrift Yeſus our Lord, who 
hath enabled me, for that he counted me 
2 Hul, putting me into the n 


HE Apoſtle Peter, addbefing a 
ſelf, under a firm es that 
the cloſe. of his days, was draws 

ing near, to thoſe, who had obtained like 
precious faith with himſelf, gives them-the 
following repreſentation of the zeal and 
diligence, with which he was deſirous to 
devote the imall reſidue of his time on 
earth to the purpoſes of the honourable 
office, to which he had begn called as 
am Apoſtle of Chriſt Jeſus. his Lord. (a) 
© Wherefore; ſays, he, I wilt not be negli- 
11 gent to put you always in remembrance 
« of theſe things, though ye. know them, 
< and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, 
a . he goes on, I think it meet as long 
/ 3 © as 


(a) 2 Peter i. 12. 


8 


(2 ] 
*as I am in this tabernacle, to ſtir you 
e up, by putting you in remembrance.” 
The thought, which heightened his con- 
cern and quickened his reſolution to exert 
all his powers in this excellent employ- 
ment, is ſtriking, and carries in it a motive 
of irreſiſtible force to all, who ſpeak, and, 
I muſt be allowed to add, to all, who hear, 
the words of ſalvation, to awake to the 
fervent, vigorous difcharge of the duties re- 
ſpectively incumbent upon them. © Know- 
ing that I muſt ſhortly put off this my 
* tabernacle, even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
« hath ſhewed me: and then, as if all he 
had been ſaying was unequal to the great- 
neſs of the end, upon which he was mtent, 
and the anxtety, which filled his mind for 
their eftabliſhment in the faith and prac- 
tice of the goſpel, he concludes with this 
important addition; « Moreover I will 
< endeavour that ye may be able, after my 
te deceaſe, to uh theſe things always in 
e remembrance.” Such ought to be the 
fpirit of every miniſter of the goſpel; 
and fuck will be the ſpirit of every one, 
who is daly ſenſible of the momentons 
nature of the truſt repoſed in him, and 
the neceſſity and praife of attending faith- 


fully to it; and properly ſolicitous to 
fulfil 


(3) 


fulfil it with the approving. teſtimony of 
his own heart, and acceptance with God. 
— While his abilities continue, they will 
be chearfully dedicated to the advance- 
ment of the knowledge, and obſervation, 
of the truth as it is in Jeſus. Should he 
no longer be capable of promoting them 
by his publick labours, he will be deſirous 
to contribute to their increaſe - by the 
means, which remain in his power: and 
when he departs hence, it will be his wiſh 
and prayer that the fruit of his inſtrug- 
tions may abide, and that he may at 
length give up his account both for him- 
ſelf and thoſe, who had the benefit of 
his ſervices, with joy. And ſuch, I doubt 
not, will be cordially owned. by all, who 
knew him, to have been the ſincere and 
habitual diſpoſition of that reſpectable per- 
fon, (for many years. your faithful and 
much eſteemed paſtor,) whoſe late removal 
to the inviſible ſtate, both my own 
inclination, and his expreſs deſire, lead 
me to endeavour to improve to your 


advantage. By his particular direction it 
alſo is, that I attempt it from the words 
already recited as the ſubject of my diſ- 
courſe; and this you will allow me to 


mention, as a circumſtance, which gives 
B 2 | me 


[41] 

me now a ſpecial claim to your ſerious 

attention. 
Tur deſign of St. Paul, in the eile 
from which my text is taken, was, to 
borrow his own expreſſion, to teach Ti- 
mothy “ how he ought to beh we himſelf 
ein the houſe of God:“ b) and the charges 
which he gives to his beloved fon in the 
goſpel with this view, both in this epiſtle 
and that which follows it, are very ſolemn 
and affecting. Take heed unto thyſelf, 
and to thy do grine for in ſo doing thou 
ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that 
* hear thee. e) 4 O Timothy, keep that 
which is committed to thy truſt.“ (d) 
* charge thee therefore before God, and 
« the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge 
« the quick and the dead at his appear- 
ing and his kingdom, preach the word; 
e be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſea- 
« ſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
* long-ſuffering and doctrine.“ (e) What 
neceſſity there was for him to be attentive 
to this important object appears thro* the 
whole of theſe admirable addreſſes to him, 
and Nen from the firſt chapter of 
| that 


_— : — 4 * — 
3388 — CR * * Om 3 —— D : 
22 8 2 5 - = 
* — 3 — — * by 
_ * * PR "1 _ — * 


1 


1 
* 
thy 
4 


— — 7 2 2 
r 
— — 
* 
A 
La) 


(b) I Tim. iii. 15. (e) iv. 16. of the ſame epilll- | 
d) vi. 20. (e) 2 Tim. iv. I, 27 


that before us. There were ſome, it 
ſeems, who, forgetting the great end of 
the goſpel, which is charity out of a pure 
heart and of a good conſcience and faith 
unfeigned, had turned afide unto vain 
jangling. (f) This they did under pre- 
tence of a peculiar regard to the law; 
to which, it is probable; the adverſaries f 
the Apoftle, and the doctrine; which he 
preached, repreſented him as being an 
enemy (g). In oppoſition to this anjuſt 
infinuation, and as a cenſure at the ſame 
time of the ignorance and folly of thoſe, 
who thus perverted the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel, he admits “ that the law wis 
good (h) provided it was lawfully uſed 
or if the original and true intent of it 
were conſidered: for it was given, as the 
Apoſtle obſerves, becauſe of tranſgreſ- 
* ſions.“ (1) The ſentence of it fell not 
upon the righteous, who brought forth 
the fruits of the ſpirit, againſt which, and 
thoſe who abounded in them © there was 
„ no law,” (k) but upon * the lawleſs and 
« diſobedient, the ungodly and ſinners, 
the unholy and N the murtherers 
& of 


(f) 1 Tim. i. 5, 6. (g) Beauſobre on v. 8, of this 
chapter. Berlin verſion of the N. Teſt; ed. 1741. 
=) v. 8. (i) Gal. ii. 19. (k) Gal. v. 23. 
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161 
« of fathers, and murtherers of mothers, 
* manſlayers, and if there be any other 
* thing contrary to ſound doctrine.” (1) 
And' ſhould it be aſked what this found 
doctrine was, for the preſervation of which 


the Apoſtle was ſo anxious? the words, 


which follow, give a ſatisfactory anſwer to 
the queſtion. It was © that glorious goſpel 


* of ee bleſſed God, which was committed 


« to his truſt ;” which he eſteemed it his 


duty and joy to ſupport, and accounted 
his being called to be one of its adva- 


cates, and enriched with thoſe gifts which 
qualified him to diſpenſe it, a favour, 


which he could never review but with 


the warmeſt gratitude to his great maſter, 
wha had appointed him to the delightful 
ſtation. © And I thank, (m) ſays he, 


1 Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, who hath ena- 


* bled me, for that he counted me faith- 


5 ful, putting me into the miniſtry,” . 


Tux excellence of the goſpel the rea- 
ſons, which all the faithful miniſters of 
it have to eſteem themſelves honoured by 


their ſtation— and the exhortations, which 
the occaſion and deſign of this diſcourſe 
call 


(1) x Tim. i. 9, 10. (m) Rag * xe Ines. 


[9-4 
call upon me to give you, are the points 
on which my fubject, and the defire of 
our departed friend, direct me to dwell : 
and upon theſe I now propoſe to addreſs 


you. | 


I. When the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the goſ- 
pel of the blefſed God, he leads our 
thoughts to its heavenly original, and 
aſeribes it to God. as the author of it; 
and this is the conftant, unvarying ſtile 
of the ſacred writings. Hence it is called 
A the goſpel of God.” (n) Agreeably to 
this, the ſame Apoſtle fpeaks of him as 
« having ſaved us, and called us with an 
* holy calling, not according. to our 
* works, but according to has own pur- 
«« pofe and grace, which was given us in 
« Chrift Jeſus before the world began.” (o) 
In the fame ftile he expreſſes himſelf to 
the Epheſians, © Blefled be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
„who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
e bleffings in heavenly places, or things, 
«© in- Chriſt, (p) and to the fame purpoſe 
he obferves more particularly and dif- 
tinetly ſtill, that © all things are of God, 
* who hath reconciled us to himſelf by 

| &« Jeſus 


(n) 1 Theſ. ii, 2. (o) 2 Tim. i. 9. (p) Epheſ. i. 3. 
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35 941 | 
ee Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the 
&* miniſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, that 
« God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
« world unto himſelf, not imputing their 
te treſpaſſes unto them; and hath com- 
« mitted unto us the Word of reconci- 
te Hation.” .(q)—It was his wiſdom, which 
laid the vaſt and amazing plan ; and his 
goodneſs which carried 1t into execution, 
For this end he ſent forth his Son 
Jeſus; made the great captain of our fal- 
vation perfect through ſufferings, raiſed 
him from the dead, and ſet him at his 
own right hand in heavenly places.—For 
the adminiſtration of this merciful ſcheme 
he gave him to be head over all things 
to his church : and by him he will at 
length complete the grand deſign, in that 
day when the Son of Man will fit upon 
the throne of his glory ; all nations will 
be gathered before him; and all his faith- 
ful diſciples will have an entrance abun- 
dantly adminiſtered unto them into his 
everlaſting kingdom. Then the myſtery 
of God will in the higheſt ſenſe be ac- 
compliſned; the full extent of goodneſs 
comprehended in it, will be diſplayed, 
and the whole will be found to the praiſe 
| of 


(q) 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 


[9] 


of the glory of his grace, — of him; 
e and through him, and to him, are all 
*« things,” (r) and to him belongeth glory 
for ever. | 


BuT when the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
goſpel diſpenſation, in the language of 
my text, it is not merely to intimate from 
whom it is derived, but to repreſent its 
excellence and glory, and todenote its being 
every way worthy of the great and adora- 
ble Being from whom it proceeds. And it 
is indeed a diſpenſation in which all the ami- 
able perfections of the BLESSED Gop ſhine 
forth with diſtinguiſhed brightneſs, and 
which unites in it every character which 
can raiſe it in our eſteem, and recommend 
it to our joyful acceptance. The imme- 
diate object of it is noble; for it was ſent 
to open men's eyes; to turn them 
« from darkneſs to light, from the power 
of Satan to God, and prepare them to 
receive forgiveneſs of fins, and an in- 
* heritance among them that are ſancti- 
* fied by faith (ſ) that is in Chriſt 
“ Jeſus.” The fitneſs of it to effect 
theſe noble purpoſes, is admirable; for 
it calls off the attention of reaſona- 


C ble 


(r) Rom. xi. 36. (ſ) Ads xxvi. 18. 


f 
ble creatures from all thoſé vanities, 
to which they had been enſlaved (to 
the reproach of their underſtandings, the 
debaſing of their minds, and the cor- 
ruption of their hearts) to the knowledge 
of the one living and true God, in 
whom all excellence reſides, whom all ma- 
jeſty adorns, and to whom all praiſe and 
adoration are due. By the views, which 
it gives us of the moral attributes of his 
nature, and the rules of his univerſal and 
everlaſting government, it renders all the 
acquaintance with him, to which it leads 
us, ſubſervient to the correction of the 
diſorders of our ſpirits, and to the amend- 
ment of our vices. For it reveals his 

wrath againſt all that ungodlineſs and 
unrighteouſneſs of men, to which thoſe, 
who are ignorant of him, too frequent- 
ly give themſelves up without ſcruple, 
and, deſtitute of feeling, abandon them- 
ſelves to all 'evil with greedineſs. While 
it reveals the evil of fin, and ſhews it 
to be the way of death, it ſhews us, 
with equal clearneſs and preciſion what 
is good; ſets before us how we ought to 
walk and pleaſe God; and, as it thus 
marks out the paths of duty and life, ſo 
it enforces all its injunctions with an 
energy, 


i an} 
energy, which, if it once make its way 
into the heart, muſt awaken and animate 
all, who ſeriouſly. contemplate the doc- 
trines of it, to hearken to its voice, and 
ſecure the ſalvation to which it invites 
them. For here life and death, in all 
their extent and important conſequences, 
are placed in our view; and both the 
brighteſt hopes, and the moſt alarming 
terrors of the Lord, join their influence to 
engage us to depart from ſin, follow after 
holineſs, and become heirs of the glory 
which will be revealed. — The happy 
change, which is produced in the ſtate of 
all, in whom the end, for which it was 
given, has been anſwered, 1s an 1lluſtrious 
proof of its value, and entitles it to the 
character of glorious. They © were once 
* DARKNESS, but they are become LIGHT 
« in the Lord;” their ſpirit and de- 
portment was once unlovely, reproach- 
ful; —but it is now amiable, entitles 
them to honour ;—they were once with- 
out hope; but now they have a right to 
the beſt of bopes; have the moſt ele- 
vating proſpects opened upon them, and, 
inſtead of trembling at the views, which 
he before them, may rejoice with joy 
unſpeakable, and full of glory. Let us 

C 2 view 


em, 


er r=. 


. —_ — - - 
2 f 
LE oe A IEICE 7 Iz 


— 
S3 oC oo”. - 
> 


r nt, att rr a enemas Pon 


[ 72 ] 
view this laſt diſpenſation of God in com- 
paniſon with thoſe which preceded it, and 
we ſhall fee, that in the clearneſs of its 
diſcoveries, and the comprehenſiveneſs of 
its deſign, it eclipſes them all. Abra- 
ham and the patriarchs, had but diſtant, 
imperfect views of the bleſſings, which 
are to us diſtinctly revealed. - The law, 
in many reſpects, had but a ſhadow of 
good things to come, ,and made nothing 
perfect: but the better promiſes, the un- 
clouded manifeſtation of life and im- 
mortality, which we enjoy by the goſpel, 
ſupply all theſe deficiencies; unfold to us 
thoſe myſteries of goodneſs towards guilty” 
creatures, which in paſt ages were not 
made known unto the ſons of men; and 
give it the juſteſt claim to pre- eminence, 
above all the revelations which went 
before it. There are obvious reaſons in- 
deed aſſigned in ſcripture; for its excelling 
them. God, who at ſundry times, and 
in divers manners, ſpake unto the 
s fathers by his ſervants the prophets, 
© hath, in theſe laſt days, ſpoken unto 
« us by his Son;” (t)—to him it was 
reſerved to be © a light to lighten the 


« gentues, and to be for ſalvation. to the 
ends 


(t) ITieb, 1. 1. 
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ends of the earth;” (u)—© to him all 
« the prophets gave witneſs :” (x)——to 
prepare the way for him, all the earlier 
revelations, by which God made himſelf 
known, were adapted ; and 1t was ſuitable 
to the dignity of the meſſenger, the time 
of his appearance, and the extent and 
duration of the kingdom, which he was 
to eſtabliſh, that his goſpel ſhould ſhine 
with ſuperior luſtre, and that, which 
was once made glorious, ſhould ceaſe to 
be ſo, © by reaſon of the * which 
<« excelleth.” (y) 


Ir now, from the conTExTs of the goſ- 

l, we turn our thoughts to the EvIDENCES 
of it, we ſhall find it ſtill maintaining the 
ſame honourable character, and recom- 
mending itſelf by the moſt convincing argu- 
ments as a doctrine worthy of all accepta- 
tion. The delineation, which has been given, 
of the beauties of the chriſtian diſpenſ«tion 
is not merely a fair and lovely form, with- 
out any foundation to ſupport it, but 1s 
accompanied with the ſirongeſt - creden= 
tials; credentials which anda it no leſs 
reſpectable for its authority, than for the 
ſalutary diſcoveries, by which it enlightens 
us. 


(u) Iſaiah xlix. 6. (x) Acts x. 43. (y) 2 Cor. iii. 10. 
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us. It may glory in the excellencies of 
its great founder, who was without ble- 
miſh and without ſpot, and ſhone with 
unequalled ſplendor, in every grace which 
became him as the ambaſſador of God, 
an inſtructor in righteouſneſs, a leader 
in the way to endleſs felicity, and one 
who came to be the author'of ſalvation to 
them who obey him. — He was owned 
and approved, and the doctrine he pub- 
tiſhed confirmed in his life by miracles, 
ſigns, and wonders, too publick to be 
denied, too deciſive to be. evaded, (2) too 
ſtriking not to affect the minds of thoſe, 
who beheld them. Death might ſeem, in- 
deed, for a moment, to obſcure the proofs 
of his heavenly miſſion : but it only opened 
the way for the eſtabliſhment of it by new 
evidences, which removed every ground of 
ſcruple, and reflected further honour upon 
him and his goſpel. © God, in the words 
* of the apoſtle Peter, raiſed him up and 
« gave him GcLokry,.” (a) By this great 
event all the cauſe of offence, which his 
croſs might otherwiſe have given to thoſe, 
who doubted whether he was the Redeemer 
of Iſrael, was taken away; and it appeared 


beyond all reaſonable contradiction, that 
| | he 


(2) No man can do thoſe works which thou doeſt, except 
God be with him.” John iii. 2. (a) 1 Peter i. 21. 
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he was to be owned as Lord and Chriſt. 
His aſcenſion into heaven was manifeited 
by a ſucceſſion of miraculous works, 
which were wronght in his name, and 
eſpecially by the holy ghoſt ſent down from 
heaven. (b) His doctrine was crowned with 
a ſucceſs, which, (if the manner of its 
propagation be conſidered, and the nature 
of the evidence, to which the firſt preachers 
of it appealed in its favour, be duly 
weighed) it will be feen that nothing 
could have given it, if it had not been 
founded in truth: nor, though the ene- 
mies of it were the great, the mighty, and 
ſuch as were accounted the wiſe of this 
world; and thoſe, by whom it was 
diffaſed through the earth, were the com- 
paratively weak —according to human eſti- 
mation, the unwiſe, —and, in the Apoftle's 
forcible expreſſions, * things deſpiſed, yea, 
© and things which were not; (c) could 
all the oppoſition made to it prevent its pro- 
greſs. It prevailed, approved itſelf to be the 
work of God, and made it manifeſt, that 
no weapon formed againſt it ſhould finally 
proſper. — Lay all theſe things together 
now, and then judge, whether the goſpel 
does not deſerve to be accounted glonous; 

ks and 


(b) 1 Peter i. 12. (e) 1 Cor. i. 28. 
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and whether to ſerve and promote the 
intereſt of it be not an employment, in 
which the wiſeſt and greateſt of men may 
juſtly rejoice. To illuſtrate this point is 


II. Tux next buſineſs of this diſcourſe, 
and to that I ſhall now proceed, 


Tuar the Apoſtle judged in this man- 
ner in his own caſe, there can be no doubt. 
The emphatical terms, in which he clothes 
his ſentiments, whenever he touches upon 
this ſubject; the humility with which he 
ſpeaks of himſelf, and the affectionate 
ſtrain of language, in which he utters his 
gratitude for the grace he had received; 
all evince the high ſenſe he entertained 
of the honour, which was conferred upon 
him. Reaſons there were, indeed, for 
this, peculiar to himſelf. He had once 
been © a blaſphemer, a perſecutor and 
“ jmjurious.” (d) At the very time when 
he was called to the knowledge of the 
goſpel, he was eagerly bent upon the 
deſtruction of it, engaged in the purſuit 
of meaſures for the extirpation of all, 
who eſpouſed it, and prepared to pro- 
ceed to every extremity againſt them, 

which 


(d) 1 Tim. I. 13. 


RL. 
Which a blind and frantic zeal could 
inſpire. When bnce his eyes came to be 
opened, and the light of the goſpel broke 
in upon his mind, he was aſtoniſhed 
at the error, in which: he had been 
involved, and the guilt of the part, which 
he had acted. That he ſhould be at all 
reclaimed from ſuch a courſe to the know- 
ledge 'of the truth, was a demonſtration 
of the grace of Chrift towards him, 
which raiſed his wonder; but to be 
advanced to be an apoſtle of that faith, 
which he had fo violently attempted to de- 
ſtroy, was an honour, which he knew not 
how to acknowledge, without amazement 
that ſuch a favour ſhould be extended 
to him, who deemed himſelf not meet 
to be an apoſtle, and that unto him, who 
accounted himſelf leſs than the leaſt of 
all ſaints, this grace ſhould be given, that 
he ſhould preach among the gentiles, the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt. But it is 
to be remembered that - all the thank- 
fulneſs, which he expreſſes on this 
occaſion, muſt- be accompanied with, and 
primarily ariſe from, his conviction of 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus his Lord. However his particular 
circumſtances might heighten the intenſe- 
D neſs 
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neſs of his joy, and increaſe his gratitude; 
his high thoughts of being put into the 
miniſtry, were founded upon that vene- 
ration for the goſpel, and that love to 
the © apoſtle, and high prieſt of our pro- 
« fefſion,” d) which are common to all, 
who ſincerely embrace his religion: and 
all, who, animated by theſe principles, 
devote themſelves to this work, will find, 
that they have abundant cauſe to eſteem 
themſelves honoured by their ſtation. Ad- 
mit the goſpel, indeed, to be that glorious 
diſpenſation, which the apoſtle repreſents 
it to be, and this follows of courſe; and 
every view, which can be taken of the 
truſt put into their hands, will add to -our 
convictions, that they have ground to look 
upon the duties of it as their pleaſure 
and their praiſe, 


To be the inſtruments of eſtabliſhing 
and extending the knowledge of truth 
and wiſdom, in general, is an honourable 
province, and affords ſatis faction to every 
good and ingenuous mind. There is a 
pleaſure in communiecating truth, and 
giving aſſiſtance and encouragement, by 
our counſels, to thoſe about us, even in 


points of ſmaller moment, which amply 
| repays 
(d) Heb. it. 1. 
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repays all the time and attention, which 
are taken up in theſe kind and friendly 
offices. To add to the knowledge of others, 
| eſpecially in matters of greater concern 
and extenſive uſe, is attended with a ſtill 
higher recompence, both of honour and 
delight; and there is not a perſon, who 
is conſcious of having thus contributed 
to- augment the rational entertainment, 
and advance the happineſs, of the human 
race, but, while he 1s applauded by thoſe, 
who experience the advantage of his la- 
bours, reflects upon them himſelf with 
complacence. By all thoſe, therefore, 
who entertain worthy apprehenſions of 
the glorious deſign, and beneficial ten- 
dency of the goſpel, the miniſtration 
of it muſt be judged ſingularly honour- 
able; and to acquit themſelves well in 
the duties of it, is an attainment, to 
which all, who are entruſted. with it, have 
the higheſt reaſon ardently to aſpire. For 
the wiſdom, which chriſtianity imparts, is 
the nobleſt, ſublimeſt, wiſdom; and thoſe, 
who teach it, are engaged in the beſt of 
undertakings. It is the buſineſs of TUREIR 
office, to remind reaſonable beings- of the 
great ends of their exiſtence; to point 
out to them the work aligned them by 

D 2 | the 


20 


the maker of their frame; to guide them 
into an acquaintance with the obligations 
to which they are ſubject, as creatures, 
men, and the followers of Chriſt; and 
to direct them to the right improvement 
of all the powers, with which they are 
endued, and the advantages with which 
they are favoured. It is their work to cor- 
rect the wrong apprehenſions of real 
happineſs; which are ſo ready to miſlead 
the judgments of men; by the maxims 
of the goſpel; to detect the fallacy of 
all that glare of riches, pomp, and licen- 
tious indulgencę of ſenſe and imagination, 
by which the eyes of the multitude are 
dazzled ;— dazzled often to their deſtruc- 
tion ;—and conduct thoſe, whom they in- 
ſtruct, to thoſe purſuits in which pure 
and laſting enjoyment is to be found. 
To them it belongs, as advocates for 
divine truth, to eſtabliſh their flocks in 
a firm and ſteady faith in the goſpel ; to 
preſerye them in the happy medium be- 
tween irreligion, and hurtful ſuperſtition; 
thoſe two extremes into one or other of 
which the weakneſs, and precipitance of 
the world 1s almoſt continually betraying 
it; and aſſiſt them to try and diſcern 
the things which differ, “ approve thoſe, 

5 5 which 
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* which are really excetlent, and thug 
© be ſincere and without offence to the 
e day of Chriſt.” (g] And if theſe be the 
labours to which they are called, ſurely 
the poſt, in which they are fixed, ought 
to be valuable in their eyes; nor can 
there be a more laudable object of their 
ambition, while in it, or a juſter ground 
of conſolation when they leave it, than 
to be able to ſay they have faithfully 
maintained it. Further ; 


Tur Apoſtle rejoiced in his office, (and 
for the ſame reaſon all, who inherit any 
portion of his ſpirit, will rejoice in it 
with him) becauſe it was ſubſervient to 
the advancement of the divine honour. 
To glorify God 1s the firſt, the moſt in- 
dliſpenſible duty, and moſt excellent em- 
ployment of all reaſonable beings. It 1s 
a tribute, which is due to him as ſu- 
premely great and glorious in himſelf, 
the ſovereign of the univerſe, and ſtand- 
ing in all thoſe relations to us, which 
can entitle him to our veneration, grati- 
tude and obedience. It is the tribute, 
which every good mind will account it 
an honour and happineſs to pay him; 

and 


(g) Phil. i. 10. 
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and by all, who walk humbly before 
him it is actually paid; paid, not only 
in the fentiments of their hearts and 
the tenor of their converſation, but, by 
the tendency, which the © light of their 
* good works has to bring others to 
& glorify our Father, who is in hea- 
** yen.” (h) But to increaſe and extend 
this ſpirit in all, who name the name of 
Chrift, is more peculiarly the duty and 
the province of thoſe, who are entruſted 
with the miniſtry; and is indeed the 
proper, and, if I may be allowed the 
uſe of the term, the ſpecifick object of 
the office to which they are called, For 
to this the whole ſyſtem of chriſtianity 
is adapted; to call our attention from 
things viſible, to him who is inviſible; 
to lead us to look from all created be- 
ings, and inſtruments of our exiſtence, 
life and enjoyment, unto him, who 1s the 
great Father of the whole family both in 
heaven and on earth, and to give him 
the praiſe which theſe great and lovely 
characters demand: and to this it is 
a leading part of our word to exhort you, 
by teaching you to ſet him- continually be- 
fore you as the God of the ſpirits of all 

r 
() Matthew v. 16, 
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« fleſh,” (i) and the great giver ef every 
good and perfect gift, who preſerves us 
in life, ſurrounds us with his benefits, 
and crowns our days with his mercy— 
and in particular we are to remind you 
of your everlaſting obligations to give 
him glory as the Father of mercies, and 
God of all conſolation in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, whom he ſent “ to \feck and 
% ſave that which was loſt,” (k) and te 
raiſe us to the hope of that © anheri- 
e tance, which is incorruptible, undefiled, 
« and which fadeth not away.” (I) 


Bur it is not only to the duties of 
piety and devotion, and love to God 
that the miniſters of the goſpel are to 
call their fellow men. To excite the 
love of righteouſneſs in their hearts, and 
call them to purity of ſpirit and unble- 
miſhed ſanctity of life, is the buſineſs, and 
fhould be the delight of all who are engaged 
in this ſacred work. How important the 
intereſt they are called to ſerve, and, if 
they are ſucceſsful advocates for it, what 
cauſe have they to eſteem themſelves 
happy in the province allotted to them? 


And you will permit me to aſk further, 
how 


(i) Numbers xxvii. 16. (K) Luke xix. 10. (I) 1 Pet. i. 4+ 
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how reaſonable is it that thoſe, to whom 
they miniſter, ſhould conſider it as 
friendly and beneficial to the world? 1 
am aware it may be objected, that the 
expected happy effects have not always 
reſulted from it: and this muſt be owned 
and lamented. But to what 1s this to 
be imputed? Not to any thing in the 
office itſelf, but, in part, to that indif- 
ference and want of attention to ſubjects 
of a religious atid moral nature; which' 
prevails over ſuch numbers of the human 
race. They. ate immerſed in the purſuits 
of ſenſuality, ambition and covetouſneſs, 
and ſo entirely intent upon ſucceeding 
in their favourite ſchemes, that they are 
deaf to all which would check them in 
their career. In part it may be aſcribed 
to the want of judgment, or fidelity in 
thoſe who have this weighty charge. 
Inſtead of adhering *© to wholeſome” or 
ſalutary © words, even the words of 
© our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
c doctrine, which is according to godli- 
© neſs; (m) they have too often addicted 
themſelves to © queſtions and ſtrifes of 
« words;” (n) perplexed the minds of 

their 


(m) 1 Tim. vi. 3. (n) ib. 4. 
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_ their hearers with needleſs debates about 
terms and phraſes of human invention 
and, by expending their time and zeal 
upon rites, ceremonies, and what can, at 
moſt, be conſidered only as circumſtan- 
tials in religion; have in a great meaſure 
loſt fight of thoſe weighty and impor- 
tant matters of the goſpel, m which the 
eſſence of chriſtianity lies, and the great 
glory of it conſiſts. But let the ſimpli- 
city which is in Chriſt be adhered to, 
and his religion be repreſented in its 
native luſtre ; let the grand intention, 
with which it was. promulgated to the 
world, be kept in fight, and the leading 
principles of it be applied; as it was 
the deſign of our heavenly teacher they 
ſhould; to excite the love of holineſs in 
our hearts, and ſupport us in the perſe- 
vering purſuit of it : let chriſhanity be thus 
ſtated and improved, and it will uni- 
formly appear to be a treaſure of the moſt 
beneficial truth; and in proportion as it 
prevails, the intereſt of righteouſneſs will 
prevail with it. For what is the genuine 
effect of all that light, which it cauſes 
to ſhine into our minds concerning God, 
but that we ſhould have the ſenſe of 
his perpetual preſence with us always 
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upon our minds, and remember him as 
te the righteous Lord who loveth righ- 
©« teouſneſs, and whoſe countenance be- 
* holdeth the upright?” (o) What but 
that we ſhould live under a grateful ſenſe 
of all that goodneſs, which he continually 
makes to paſs before us; and as we 
* call on the Father, who, without re- 
&© ſpect of perſons, judgeth according to 
« every man's work, paſs the time of 
* our ſojourning here in fear?” (p) What 
will be the effect of a laſting conviction 
of that * grace of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt,” which moved him “ when he 
* was rich for our ſakes to become poor, 
* that we through his poverty might 
4 be made rich,” (q) but to quicken us to 
approve ourſelves “ his friends, by doing 
„ whatſoever he commands us?” (r) For 
this end faith in him 1s required, that 
we ſhould receive his words as the rule 
by which we are to walk, be ſolicitous 
to adorn our profeſſion, © and give all 
* diligence to be found of him in 
peace without ſpot and. blameleſs.” (ſ) 
The deſcription, , which is given us of 
that religion © which is pure and unde- 


filed 


(0) Pſalm xi. 7. (p) 1 Pet. i. 17. (q) 2 Cor. viil. 9. 
(r) john xv. 14. (s) 2 Pet. iti. 14. 
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« filed before God and the Father, is this, 
* that we ſhould viſit the fatherleſs and 
ce widows in their affliction, and keep 
e ourſelves unſpotted from the world;“ 
(t) and for this purpoſe we are moſt 
expreſily aſſured Chriſt “ gave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and putify- unto himſelf a 
*© people zealous of good works.“ (u) But 
I forbear—* This is the will of God even 
** qur ſanctification; (x) in this point the 
great articles of our faith center. Theſe 
are the great things which thoſe; who are 
put into the miniſtry, are commanded to 
ſpeak ; (y) this the ſpirit, ta which they 
are to endeavour to form thoſe, who attend 
upon their labours, and in ſo doing they 
ſtrictly adhere, to the buſineſs of their 
office as preachers: of Chriſt; which is to 
teach every man, and warn every man 
« in ALL wiſdom, that they may preſent 
« every man perfect in. Chriſt Jeſus.” (z) 
And, if ever the time ſhould come when 
a more ſerious, conſtant, and effectual 
regard ſhall be paid to the doctrines and 
precepts of the goſpel, and thoſe, who 
profeſs to glory in it, act more faithfully 
n b up 


(t) James 1, 27. (u) Titus ii. 14. (x) 1 Theſſ. iv. 3. 
(y) Titus ii. 15, (2) Coloſſ. i. 28. 
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up fo it, how many and how great the 
advantages which would take place in 
the earth? Iniquity would ceaſe ; much of 
the miſery under which the creation now 
groans, would ceafe with it; the increaſe 
of righteouſneſs would be productive of pre- 
ſent bleſſings, more than can well be con- 
ceived; and for all who follow after it, 
yet infinitely greater bleſſings remain to 
be inherited in that complete, eternal reſt 
which is reſerved for the people of God. 


Tyvs I have alſo conſidered this part 
of my ſubject; and I preſume it may 
be concluded that, if this be the na- 
ture, and theſe the ends of the chriſ- 
tian miniſtry, for thoſe who are fixed 
in it to be thus employed, is to employ 
their talents to the beſt of purpoſes; to 
be zealous in this ſervice will be their 
higheſt praiſe, and, if they approve them- 
ſelves faithful, they will always have the 
comfort to reflect, that, whatever recep- 
tion they may find from the licentious 
and inconſiderate part of the world, the 
wiſe and good will regard them in an 
honourable light; as pointing out to 
their fellow creatures the true path of 


peace and pleaſantneſs now, and being 
humble 
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humble helpers of that faith, which is 
productive here of the ſublimeſt conſos 
lation, and, if it overcome the world, 
will hereafter terminate in perpetual joy. 
But admit they are diſappointed in their 
proſpects of eſteem on earth, it ſhould 
be *© but a ſmall thing with them ta 
be judged of man's judgment; he that 
ce judgeth them is the Lord, and when 
the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear they 
*© will receive that crown of life, that 
e fadeth not away.” (a) | 


AND now, my brethren, I am pers 
ſuaded it is needleſs for me to obſerve 
that it was in that reſpectful view, in 
which I have been endeavouring to place 
it, that the goſpel of Chriſt was con- 
templated, and the pleaſure of being put 
into the miniſtry of it conſidered, by 
our departed friend, whoſe releaſe from 
the pains and burthens of a ſhattered 
frame (which many years ago obliged 
him to deſiſt from his publick ſervices, 
and all his following days were an heavy 
load upon him) gives occaſion to this 
diſcourſe : and could I, in this part of 
it, think myſelf at liberty to comply 

| with 
(a) 1 Cor iv. 3. and a Peter v. 44 


with my own inclination, - much there is, 
which I ſhould think myſelf bound to 
ſay of him.—1I ſhould remind you of 
his early choice of the employment of 
the miniſtry, which, in him, was more 
voluntary than in ſeveral others, who yet 
have ſhone as lights in their ſtation.— 
I ſhould call up to your thoughts his 
eminent qualifications for the work to 
which he devoted himſelf, the general ac- 
ceptance of his miniſterial performances, 
and the warm and earneſt manner .in 
which he uſed to preſs home upon you 
the conſideration of the things which 
belong to your peace. —-I might deſire 
you to recollect how ready he was to 
adopt every method of contributing ta 
your improvement, both by publick in- 
ſtructions and more private addreſſes.— 
I ſhould, with great ſatisfaction, make 
mention of the harmony (not always to 
be found in ſimilar circumſtances) in 
which, for many years, I lived and la- 
boured with him in this place - but I am 
reſtrained; for to the direction left by 
him concerning the ſubjects of the diſ- 
courſes, (b) which he was willing to have 
: de- 


(b) Another ſermon was preached at the ſame time with 
this, and on the ſame words, by the Rey, Mr. Lucas, 
at the New Meeting in Shrew/oury, 


(RotÞf — _ _— 
* NP ** 2 «2 \ 
2 bd =_ —_ © * 
C * 2 N . — * = 
oF. bs”. mY r bs = Lg _ = 1 4 9 17 
4 = » 46) * = * 
5 > . 972 ® v —_ 
* : 4 "7: 
- - * a or” P l _ 
: 4 * bs 6 — 
3 * - q G 
* 4 1 , _— * | 


L bel . . 
* 
1 . 
* 
1 
N. 
27 2 
o T - 
1 
0 8 S 
* 4 
a * 
SS « - 
= 
=. 
N 
4 


— 2 


LY 7 7 . - "—= 
Ip C2 _ % > : S- 
o = 
E..-t;3>- _— —— — * mA 
8 — ” - TT 


311 

delivered after his interment, he adds; 
« but I deſire that they [the preachers] 
«© ſay nothing of me, but exhibit the 
« glory of the goſpel and the honour of 
ee the chriſtian miniſtry : only let them 
te aſſure my former hearers that ſerving 
te them in all their intereſts, eſpecially 
« their beſt, was the delightful buſineſs 
« of my life; that all my time and 
« ſtudies were directed that way: and 
e that, if they retain any gratitude and 
& reſpect to me, they would ſhew it 
© by their holy converſation, .and by 
ce eſteeming their preſent paſtors highly 
<« in love for their work's ſake ; by their 
« wiſe and faithful improvement of their 
* labours, and by their candour and 
« love one to another.” This is his re- 
queſt; in this I think myſelf bound to 
acquieſce; and I do it the more eaſily, 
becauſe I am thoroughly perſuaded that, 
however juſtly merited a larger teſtimony 
to his work may be, it 1s needleſs. He 
has a more laſting teſtimony, .I doubt not, 
engraven in the hearts of thoſe who, at the 
time of his reſidence here, were ſufficiently 
advanced in life to judge of him; and the 
trueſt token of honour, which they can 
give to his memory, will be to ſhew by 

| 4, - oe 
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their deportment how much they regarded 
his admonitions. 


' SurFER me then to give the temehtder 
of this diſcourſe a different turn; and ins 
me, if, while I ſpeak as the inter- 

pr reter of his laſt addreſs to you, I entreat 
a little of that patience, upon which, on 
my own account I ſhould be very fear- 
ful of treſpaſſing. Let me call upon 
you, in conformity to his | wiſhes, to 
* remember how you have received, and 
<« heard, and to hold faſt.” (c) Call to 
mind the earneſtneſs, with which he en- 
deavoured to heighten your conceptions 
of the love and kindneſs af God: our 
* Saviour” (d) in delivering up his own 
c“ Son for us, that he might, with him, 
« freely give us all things.” (e)—Recollect 
his repeated attempts to lead you into a 
more intimate acquaintance with that 
love of Chriſt which paſſeth perfect 
« knowledge.” (f) — Think over the plain» 
neſs, with which he made it his buſineſs 
to convince you of the inſignificance af 
the moſt ſpecious appearances, and fair- 
eſt forms of religion, without a new 
heart 


(e) Rev, fil. z. (d) Titus Bi. 4. (e) Rom. vii, 33% 
(f) Epheſ, ill. 19. 
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heart and a new ſpirit: and how pru- 
dently and faithfully he inculcated upon 
you in what manner the reality of this 
great and neceſſary change is to be deter- 
mined : not by ſudden, momentary im- 
preſſions of religious conviction, and tran- 
fient workings of affection; but, which 
indeed is the only ſubſtantial evidence of 
it, by having the habitual deſires of the 
foul transferred from things below to 
things above; by a converſation becoming 
the goſpel ; by © living the life, which we 
live in the fleſh, by the faith of the 
4 Son of God,” (g) and by endeavouring to 
be always found waiting for his appear- 
ing. In theſe principles and virtues he 
endeavoured to build you up; and if 
theſe remain *in you and abound, they 
„will make you that ye ſhall neither be 
© barren, nor unfruitful, in the know- 
<« ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ (h) 


ALLow me again to call upon you to 
cheriſh a fpirit of candour, moderation, 
and unfeigned benevolence to all about 
vou: and let not the exhortation be 
thought to be given without a cauſe. 
rang and ſerene as the ſtate of the 

F mild 


(s) Gal, i ii. 20. (h) 2 Pet. i. 8. 
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mild and peaceable mind 1s in itſelf, and 
highly as it is approved by the judg- 
ment of calm and unruffled reaſon; many 
occaſions will occur, by which we fhall 
be tempted to depart from it. There 
will be rivalſhips in buſineſs, interferences 
of intereſt, contrarieties of inclination, - 
ſuſpicions of ill-will, appearances of neg- 
lect, and diverſities of ſentiment often riſ- 
ing up, and breaking in upon our friendly 
diſpoſitions to thoſe about us. By theſe 
the tranquility of families, neighbours 
hoods and ſocieties 1s frequently difturbed ; 
the hearts of men are alienated from each 
other; and thoſe, who were once thought, 
and perhaps really were, the warmeſt 
friends, are converted into the moſt angry 
enemies. Let it be your care, if poſſi- 
ble, to live peaceably with all men.—— 
Whatever accidental miſunderſtandings and 
diſguſts may have damped the fervour 
of your affection for a ſeaſon, let a diſ- 
poſition to revive it, as far as ever 
prudence and wiſdom will permit, be 
maintained; and be ready to embrace the 
firſt opportunity, which preſents itſelf, to 
renew the amicable intercourſe, and return, 
to the moſt undiſſembled affection. Let 
it be a fixed, immoveable principle with us, 

| that 
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that to ſuffer mere differences of opintort 
to become the occaſions of animoſity 
and hatred towards thoſe, who diffent 
from us; is; of all breaches of charity, 
the moſt indefenfible. To all, whom we 
have reaſon to account lovers of piety, 
and upright fearchers after truth, kind- 
nefs and efteem are due. To all thoſe 
who love our great maſter in fincerity; or 
in 1INCORRUPT1ON, we ſhould be kindly af- 
fectioned.— So far as we and they have 
attained, we ſhould be diſpoſed to mind 
the ſame thing; and be prepared to join 
chearfully with them; in every thing, which 
may advance the intereſt of that common. 
chriſtianity which we all profeſs to re- 
vere.———Suppoſing there may be ſome 
tafes in which they cannot walk with 
us, nor we with them, BROTHERLY LOVE 
Is STILL TO CONTINUE; nor ſhould a 
diverſity in modes of thinking, or, which 
is oftener the caſe than is imagined; 
diverſe forms of ſpeaking, tempt us to 
pronounce ſeverely of, and be eſtranged 
from; each other. All are the children 
of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus :—If 
children of one father, and ſervants of 
one maſter, they are fellow heirs and 
partakers of one promiſe by the goſpel; 

F 2 and 
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and, inſtead of regarding their brethren 
with malignant eyes, and degrading 
thoughts, they ſhould ſtudy the things 
which make for peace, and whereby they 
may edify one another; remembering, 
amidſt all their diſſentions, that there 1s 
* one body, and one ſpirit, even as they 
te are called in one hope of their calling; 
e one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one 
« God and Father of all, who is above 
* all, and through all, and in all.“ (i) 


AxoTHER exhortation, which you muſt 
permit me to give you, is to dwell ſe- 
riouſly on the plain and faithful cau- 
tions, which our deceaſed friend ſo re- 
peatedly gave you, to be on your guard 
againſt the love of pleaſure, an exceſſive 
attachment to the pomp and diſſipation 
of the age, and an eager, undiſtinguiſhing, 
forwardneſs to copy the modes and cuſ- 
toms of the world. I know he was 
thought, by ſome, to inſiſt upon theſe er- 
rors too frequently, and to enter his 
proteſt againſt them too vehemently, But 
he rightly judged that theſe were points 
on which there was need for him to be 
| carneſt. He ſaw that pernicious paſſion 
for 


(i) Epheſ. iv, 4, 5, 6. 
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for levity, amuſements, and the pride of 
life, which is the diſeaſe and ſhame of 
the age, gaining ground apace, and ob- 
taining the aſcendant over minds inſen- 
ſible of the danger of it. As a wiſe man, 
he foreſaw the evils, which might riſe from 
it; and as a faithful paſtor, anxious for 
the ſouls committed to his care, and ap- 
prehenſive of the ſnares, which he ſaw be- 
ſetting thoſe, whoſe tender years and open 
tempers particularly expoſed them to the 
deluſion, he was alarmed at the proſpect of 
the conſequence. He therefore prudently 
apprized them of the hazards with which 
they were ſurrounded, and reminded them 
to watch and be ſober; and if, in the 
fervour of his remonſtrances, the ſtrength 
of his expreſſion was greater than ſome 
nicely critical ears might reliſh ; the good- 
neſs of his intention, and the weight of 
his counſels, demanded the moſt ſober 
attention. For this attention you muſt 
allow me to hope, while to the ſame 
purpoſe I lay open the feelings of my 
own heart to you, and entreat you to be 
temperate in all theſe things, and to 
take heed to yourſelves leſt the deceit- 
fulneſs of the pleaſures, from which you 
may now ſuſpect no prejudice, ſhould 
| turn 
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turn away your hearts from that, which 
ought to be the great concern of your 
lives, and ſeduce you into thoſe paths, 
which lead down to the chambers of death, 
— Once more: 


Lr me call upon you to give a care- 
ful attention to the ſolicitude, which 
your faithful miniſter always expreſſed, 
that you might be ſerious and diligent 
in the improvement of the day of the 
Lord. Wich him you know this was 4 
favourite fubje&t while he reſided with 
you.—He bore his publick teſtimony to 
the high ſenſe he had of its impor- 
tance after he was removed from you: (k) 
and all, who duly weigh the many and 
great advantages which may be derived 
from a judicious regard to the ends for 
which it is obſerved, and, who take into 
conſideration the fatal evils which ſpring 
from the neglect of it, will juſtify him 
in recurring frequently to it. It is granted, 
indeed, that the ſeparation of this por- 
tion of our time from the bufinefs, cares, 
and, I fhall make no ſcruple to add, 
from the PLEASURES of the world, for the 

par- 
(e) By his diſcourſes on ſecret and family worſhip, and the 
religious obſervation of the Lord'a-day. 
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purpoſes of publick worſhip and private 
reflections on ſacred ſubjects, is to be 
confidered (though perhaps not entirely 
ſo) as one of the Means of religion, 
Bat it is a mean ſo needful, ſo cloſely 
connected with the preſervation of the 
knowledge of the goſpel, and an abiding 
ſenſe of the truths of it in our hearts, 
that T think it may, without heſitation, 
be afferted that the very exiſtence of re- 
ligion among us depends, in a great mea- 
ſare, upon it; and from a firm perſua- 
ſion of this it was, that gur departed 
friend was ſo zealous for maintaining 
the honour of it in all its extent and 
vigour. The times loudly called then, 
and 1 fear they call ſtill more loudly 
now, for every effort, which can be 
made with any proſpect of ſucceſs, to 
keep it alive. With many of the great, 
if report be to be credited, a regard to 

this day is almoſt totally diſcarded : and, 
if a ſmall part of it be, for the ſake of 
form and decency, (for I fear it can 
ſcarcely be ſaid for religion's ſake) reſerv- 
ed for an attendance at the places of 
our ſolemn aſſemblies, the remainder, s 
ſaid to be often devoted to vanity, and 
conſumed in a manner, which ſets piety, 
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ſenſe, and the deference due to the 
cenſures of the world equally at defi- 
ance, Formerly it was one of the ho- 
nourable diſtinctions of our own body, 
the diſſenters, that they “ called the 
* ſabbath of the Lord a delight.” (I) It 
is well if there be not ground to lament 
that, from ſome of them, this glory is 
departing. Great is my pleaſure that I 
can hope and ſpeak better things of you, 
my brethren : yet when ſuch pernicious, 
infectious, examples are in ſuch numbers 
before us, it 1s no more than a juſt con- 
cern for you, and thoſe who may come 
after you, to warn you to ſet a guard upon 
yourſelves, and to beware leſt ye alſo, be- 
ing led aſide by the error of the day, ſhould 
fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs. And if, 
deſirous and hoping that the caution may 
have the greater weight with you, I chuſe 
to introduce it at a time when I am lead- 
ing your minds back to one, who once 
watched for your ſouls; I flatter myſelf 
that I ſhall not be diſappointed in my 
expectation. It has been remarked that 
the counſels of a departed parent, or 
friend, have made that impreſſion on the 
minds of ſurvivors, and wrought that 

| amend. 
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amendment in them, for which, while the 
givers of theſe advices were living, they 
hoped in vain: and the words of a paſ- 
tor whom you will behold no more, may 
enter into the foul with a force which 
the very ſame advices, and ſupported by 
the very ſame reaſons, coming from the 
mouth of one till with you, may not be 
able to acquire. 


Taz author of the epiſtle to the He- 
brews, along with many other excellent 
inſtructions to his ee gives them 
this charge; (m) Remember them 
* which have (have had) the rule over 

« you, who have ſpoken unto you the 
« word of God, whoſe faith, (n) [their 
e conſtancy; zeal and fidelity in religion] 
ce follow, conſidering the end of their 
* converſation.” In this manner let it 
be your care to improve the relation, in 
which he, the earthly houſe of whoſe 
tabernacle is now diſſolved; once ſtood to 
you; and let all the eſteem; which you 
had for him, and all the obligations, un- 
der which you judged yourſelves to be to 


him, for his unremitting attention to 
8 2 1 your 


00 Heb. xiii, 7 () See 1 on the words in his. 
paraphraſe on this epiltle. : 
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your welfare, engage you' to lay to heart 
the inſtructions you received from him, 
and which he has left behind him. Re- 
member how he exhorted and com- 
« forted, and charged every one of == 
© as a father his. children, that 
© would walk worthy of God, who has 
<* called you to his kingdom and glory.” 
(o) And let thoſe laſt requeſts of his, 
which I have repeated' in your hearing, 
ſtrike deep into your hearts, and produce 
all the effects which it was his fervent 
deſire they might have. Whether they 
are regarded, or diſregarded, cannot now 
indeed affect him. His ſhare, both in the 
joys and ſorrows of this life, is concluded. 
He reſts from his lahours, and has no 
longer a portion in any thing which is 
done under the ſun : but there is a day 
advancing in which both you and he 
muſt give up your account, Hs, I be- 
heve, there is every reaſon to hope, will 
be found unto his praiſe. Gird up 
« the loins of your mind, be ſober, and 
5 hope to the end,“ (p)“ be found fol- 
4e jowers of thoſe, who through faith 
* and patience, inherit the promiſes; (q) 
and youR's d win redound to your 

5 honour 
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honour and glory: and ſhould your mi- 


niſters have the unſpeakable happineſs of 
obtaining mercy of the Lord, and ſtand: 
ing with acceptance before their judge; 
their joy will be full. For what” to 
adopt, once more, the words of the 
Apoſtle, '* is our hope, our joy, or crown 
« of rejoicing? are not even ye in the 
« preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt * 
© his Forming © for ye are our glory an 
h eg rkg 
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